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WESEF SCIENCE RESEARCH GRADING RUBRIC 2008
JUDGES NOTE: Some characteristics may not be appropriate for all students’ projects. You will have to use your judgment as a professional to decide the appropriate point value. You must choose a whole number.

Verbal Presentation of Research:

1. Introduction and Originality

· Student provided an introduction that begins with general information leading up to his/her specific area of research, that is, student understands how their research builds on previous work

· Student maintains ownership of the research as their project (not with a majority of assistance from teachers, parents, scientists or engineers) 

	10
Highest
	9
	8
	7
	6

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

Lowest


2. Hypothesis and Problem Statement

· Student clearly explained the goals or purpose of the research

· Problem was sufficiently limited to allow a plausible method

	10
Highest
	9
	8
	7
	6

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

Lowest


3. Methods and Materials

· Uses an efficient and reliable method for scientific work

· A clear plan was shown and variables were identified

· If controls were necessary, appropriate controls were correctly used

· Sample size was appropriate for the type of study conducted

· If a survey was used, the questions adequately addressed the problem

· Student was able to answer questions directly related to his/her research in a confident and professional manner

	10
Highest
	9
	8
	7
	6

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

Lowest


4. Results

· Student clearly and adequately explained the results of his/her work

· Adequate data was presented to support the conclusion. If applicable, statistical analysis was used properly (projects involving questionnaires require statistical analysis)

· Student interpreted the data in a way that supports or refutes the original hypothesis/problem statement

	10
Highest
	9
	8
	7
	6

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

Lowest


5. Conclusion 

· Sound conclusions were made based on the data/schematics presented

· Project was carried out to completion within the scope of the original intent

	10
Highest
	9
	8
	7
	6

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

Lowest


6. Discussion, Significance of the Research and/or Future Application

· Student understands the significance of his/her results with respect to his/her original hypothesis

· Student was able to explain method of analysis used 

· If statistical analysis was used, student was able to adequately explain the results

· The student provided possible future applications of his/her work

· Demonstrated a clear direction for further study in the area of research

	10
Highest
	9
	8
	7
	6

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

Lowest


7. Creative Ability

· The research supported a creative approach to addressing a scientific question or problem

· Student demonstrated enthusiasm in the presentation of his/her research.

	10
Highest
	9
	8
	7
	6

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

Lowest


8. Overall Presentation Style

Student demonstrated understanding of the project by answering specific questions 

Student speaks well (uses eye contact and body language) 

	10
Highest
	9
	8
	7
	6

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

Lowest



Physical Poster Characteristics / Layout:

9. Physical Poster Organization

· The poster demonstrated an organized scientific approach 

· Poster clearly presented the specific goals or specific purpose of research study

· Text was clearly visible with readable formatting

· Information was creatively organized in a way that enhanced the presentation of student’s research

	10
Highest
	9
	8
	7
	6

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

Lowest


10. Graphs and Charts/Schematics

· Poster clearly showed the data that was presented in identifiable tables, charts and/or graphs with a written summary

· If necessary, a schematic diagram was used with precise measurements to describe the project

	10
Highest
	9
	8
	7
	6

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

Lowest
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